Can provider antitrust suits against payers be successful?
In today's increasingly competitive healthcare marketplace, payers, not providers, are the driving force in the healthcare delivery system. Therefore, providers are feeling greater pressure to compete on price and other terms to become recommended providers for these payers. The question becomes: what, if any, antitrust claims does a provider have who is excluded from a payer's healthcare program, receives a lower rate of payment compared to other providers in a payer's program, or is disadvantaged by a payer's pricing decision?